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EXAMINER 'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312 
To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Ms. Catherine S. Collins on 2/17/00. 





The application has been amended as follows: 



amend claims as follows: 



1 . (Amended) 

An extendable exterior rearview mirror assembly comprising: 
a mounting bracket [adapted] for mounting to a vehicle; 
a mirror subassembly having a housing and a reflective element; 
[a biasing member; and] 

a support arm mounted for pivotal movement on said mounting bracket from a 
normal operating position toward a folded position, said support arm having a longit udinal axis, 
said longitudinal axis extending laterally outward from the vehicle when said mo unting bracket is 
mounted to a vehicle and said support arm is in said normal operatin g position: and 
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a clamping assembly mounted in said housing, said clamping a ssembly comprising 
a biasing member and a bearing member , said mirror subassembly being [supported by] mounted 
on said support arm bv said clamping assembly [and being mounted] for selective movement on 
said support arm along said longitudinal axis of said support arm to at least one extended viewing 
position spaced from a fullv retracted position [one of at least two viewing positions], and said 
biasing member providing a spring force, said spring force providing furging said support arm 
into] frictional engagement between [with] said [mirror subassembly] bearing member and said 
support arm to releasablv clamp said mirror subassembly on said support arm to limit movement 
of said mirror subassembly along said longitudinal axis of said support arm, said support arm 
moving relative to said biasing member and said bearing member when a suff icient force is applied 
to said mirror subassembly wherein said mirror subassem bly moves relative to said support arm 
along said longitudinal axis of said support arm to adjust the viewing position of said mirror 
subassembly [, and said movement of said mirror subassembly along said support arm being 
independent from said pivotal movement]. 

3 . (Amended) 

The extendable exterior rearview mirror assembly according to Claim 2, wherein 
said mirror subassembly further comprises an actuator bracket, said actuator bracket mounting 
said actuator in said housing of said mirror subassembly, [said biasing member urging said support 



V 



Application/Control Number: 09/399,875 r s 

Art Unit: 2872 



arm into frictional engagement with said actuator bracket to limit the movement of said mirror 
subassembly along said support arm] and said actuator bracket including said bearing member . 



5. (Amended) 

The extendable exterior rearview mirror assembly according to Claim 1, wherein 
said biasing member comprises at least one plate spring, said plate spring having an undulating 



cross 



-section and urging said support arm into frictional engagement with said [mirror 



subassembly] hearing member, and said undulating cross-section absorbing manufacturing 
tolerances of said support arm [and said mirror subassembly]. 



6. (Amended) 

The extendable exterior rearview mirror assembly according to Claim 5, wherein 
plate spring comprises a first plate spring, said biasing member including a second plate spring, 
said second plate spring having an undulating cross-section and together with said first plate 
spring urging said support arm into frictional engagement with said [mirror subassembly] bearing 

member. 



on 



P 0 



Application/Control Number: 09/399,875 Page 5 



Art Unit: 2872 



7. (Amended) 

The extendable exterior rearview mirror assembly according to Claim 3, wherein 
said actuator bracket includes a clamp, said clamp including said bearing member and supporting 
said support arm [against] and said biasing member. 



8. (Amended) 

The extendable exterior rearview mirror assembly according to Claim 7, wherein 
said actuator includes a body, said clamp comprising an L-shaped clamp, said L-shaped clamp 
providing said bearing member , said L-shaped clamp and said body of said actuator bracket 
defining a longitudinal passage, said support arm extending in said longitudinal passage, and said 
biasing member urging said support arm into frictional engagement with said clamp. 



10. (Amended) 

The extendable exterior rearview mirror assembly according to Claim 8, wherein 
said [clamp includes] bearing member includes a metal bearing surface, said biasing member 
urging said support arm into frictional engagement with said metal bearing surface. 



n/ 



In Claim 13, line 3: 
£ Please delete "to" after "drive motor driving". 
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17. (Amended) 

An extendable exterior rearview mirror assembly comprising: 

a mounting bracket [adapted] for mounting to a vehicle; 

a mirror subassembly having a housing, a reflective element, and an actuator 
supporting said reflective element in said housing, said actuator being mounted to said housing by 
an actuator hrar.ke t, said bracket in cluding a bearing member; 

a biasing member; and 

a support arm supported by said mounting bracket, said support arm having a 
longitudinal axis extending laterally outward from t h e vehicle when the mirror assembly is 
mounted to the vehicle, said mirror subassembly being [supported by said support arm and being] 
mounted hv said actuator bracket for selective movement on said support arm along said 
lon gitudinal axis of said support arm to at least one [of two] extended viewing positions] spaced 
from a fully retracted position , said biasing member providing a spring force, said spring force 
providing [urging said support arm into] frictional engagement [with] between said bearing 
member of said actuator bracket and said sup port arm to releasably clamp said mirror 
subassembly on said support arm to limit movement of said mirror subassembly along said 
longitudinal axis of said support ^ said sup port arm moving relative to said hearing member 
and said biasi n g member when a sufficient force is appli ed to said mirror subassembly wherein 
said mirror subassembly moves relative to said sup port al ong s a i d longitu dinal axis of said support 
arm to adjust the viewi n g position of said mirror subassembly . 
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20. (Amended) 

The extendable exterior rearview mirror assembly according to Claim 17, wherein 
said biasing member comprises a plate spring, said plate spring having an undulating cross-section 
and urging said support arm into frictional engagement with said [actuator bracket] bearing 
member while absorbing manufacturing tolerancqjof said actuator bracket and said support arm. 

21. (Amended) 

The extendable exterior rearview mirror assembly according to Claim 20, wherein 
said actuator bracket includes a longitudinal passage, said support arm extending into said 
longitudinal passage and being urged into frictional engagement with said [actuator bracket] 
hearing member by said biasing member. 

22. (Amended) 

The extendable exterior rearview mirror assembly according to Claim 2 1 , wherein 
said actuator bracket includes a clamp, said clamp providing said bearing member, said bearing 
member and said biasing member frictionally holding said support arm in said longitudinal passage 
to limit the movement of said mirror subassembly along said support arm. 
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23. (Amended) 

The extendable exterior rearview mirror assembly according to Claim 22, wherein 
said clamp comprises an L-shape member, said biasing member comprising a pair of wave springs, 
said clamp clamping said support arm against said wave springs such that said wave springs bias 
said support arm into frictional engagement with said [clamp] hearing member. 



24. (Amended) 

The extendable exterior rearview mirror assembly according to Claim 23, wherein 
said [actuator bracket further includes a] bearing member is interposed between said clamp and 
said support arm, said bearing member having a smooth planar surface. 




32. (Amended) 

An extendable exterior rearview mirror assembly comprising: 
a mounting bracket [adapted] for mounting to a vehicle; 

a mirror subassembly having a housing, a reflective element having a rearward field 
of view, and an actuator supporting said reflective element in said housing to provide 
repositioning of said reflective element , said actuator being mounted to said housing by an 

actuator bracket; and 

a support arm supported by said mounting hracket. said support arm having a 
longitudinal axis extending laterally outward from a vehicle when said mirror assembly is mounted 



So 



Application/Control Number: 09/399,875 



Page 9 



Art Unit: 2872 

to the vehicle, said actuator bracket including a bearing member an d at least one biasing member, 
said biasing member providing a spring force, said spring force urging said support arm into 
frictional engagement with said bearing member to releasablv clamp said mirror subassembly and 
said actuator bracket on said support [said mirror subassembly being supported by said support 
arm and being mounted] for selective movement on said support arm along said longitudinal axis 
of said support arm to at least one [of two] extended viewing positions] spaced from a fully 
retracted position !", said support arm frictionally engaging said actuator bracket thereby limiting] 
and to limit movement of said mirror subassembly along said support arm, said support arm 
moving relative to said biasing member and said bearing member when a suffic ient force is applied 
to said mirror subassembly wherein said mirror subassembly moves r elative to said support arm 
along said longitudinal axis of said support arm to change s aid rearward field of view. 

33. (Amended) 

The extendable exterior rearview mirror assembly according to Claim 32, wherein 
said actuator bracket [included] includes a transverse passage, said bearing member positioned in 
said passage , and said support arm extending into said transverse passage to frictionally engage 
said [actuator bracket] bearing member . 



V 
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34. (Amended) 

a The extendable exterior rearview mirror assembly according to Claim 33, wherein 

V> said [actuator bracket includes a] biasing member is positioned in said passage for urging said 
support arm into frictional engagement with said [actuator bracket] bearing member. 



35. (Amended) 

The extendable exterior rearview mirror assembly according to Claim 34, wherein 
^ said biasing member comprises a wave spring, said spring extending through said passage for 

urging said support arm into frictional engagement with said [actuator bracket] hearing member. 



REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



The following is an Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance: 



The claims are allowable over the prior art for at least the reason that the prior art fails to 
reasonably teach or suggest said support arm moving relative to said biasing member and said 
bearing member when a sufficient force is applied to said mirror subassembly wherein said mirror 
subassembly moves relative to said support arm along said longitudinal axis of said support arm to 
adjust the viewing position of said mirror subassembly as set forth in the claimed combination. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the Issue Fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the Issue 
Fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
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Plaza 4. Faxing of such papers must conform with the notice published in the official Gazette, 
1096 OG 30 (November 15, 1989). The CP-4 Fax Center number is (703) 308-7722. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to M. Sikder whose telephone number is (703) 305-5471 . 
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